RYAN NAYLOR, BEN JACKSON TAKE FIRST PLACE WINS AT FOURTH CHAIR DESIGN COMPETITION

Appalachian State University students Ryan Naylor of Barnardsville and Ben Jackson of Asheville took first place wins at Appalachian’s Fourth Annual Berkline BenchCraft LLC Chair Design Competition April 26 at the Broyhill Inn and Conference Center in Boone.

The competition is at the core of the Department of Technology’s shift from Furniture Studies to Furniture Design in response to the needs expressed by area furniture manufacturers. This move prepares students to work in the ever-changing industry and to remain competitive with the trend towards off-shoring of furniture production. The competition is the culmination of student work throughout the academic year. The competition evaluates students’ design concepts, construction techniques, finishing techniques and feasibility of production. The designs of the chairs must be original and unique.

Naylor, a graphic design major, took first place in the Creative Category and Jackson, an appropriate technology major, took first in the Traditional Category. Second and third in Creative were Ben Johnson of Banner Elk, furniture design major, and Stephanie Sims of Carthage, studio art major, respectively. Taylor Harmon of Mocksville, apparel and textiles major, and Joel Valente of Faber, Va., furniture design major, were second and third in Traditional.

The pieces were judged on overall design, scale and proportion, choice of materials, workmanship, comfort, design application, reproduction and marketability. Judges were John Vasquez of Berkline-BenchCraft LLC, Todd Campbell of Bernhardt Furniture, Andrew Glasgow of The Furniture Society and Charlie Sutton from Furniture Review. Appalachian’s competition was sponsored by Berkline BenchCraft LLC. The first place winners received $1,000, second place $750 and third place $500.

As furniture manufacturing continues to move off-shore, design will become more and more important, stated Kern Maass, assistant professor of industrial design and coordinator of the Chair Competition. The Furniture Design Concentration here at Appalachian State University is moving to position itself to answer the industry’s growing need for designers. We have changed our focus from teaching our students how to manufacture furniture to how to problem solve and design specifically for furniture.

While this is a great change, our past is definitely not forgotten. Designers have to know their materials and how to work with them in order to better design for those materials. With these changes we hope to become a premier institution offering this specific degree. I think that our history of serving the industry — we have placed almost 500 graduates  and our location makes this a realistic and obtainable goal for us in the near future.

Appalachian has been selected to host the 2009 Furniture Society Conference, an international gathering of more than 450 professionals, academia and students from the field of furniture.
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